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The Connecticut League of Historical 
Societies held its Winter Meeting at 
the Seamen's Inne, Mystic Seaport, on 
March 27th. Mr. Dwight Lyman, Presi- 
dent of the League, presided. 


Dr. Daniel J. Reed, Assistant Chief of 
the Library of Congress Manuscript 
“Division, gave a talk on the program of 
the National Union Catalogue of manu- 
script-collections. Mrs. Arline Custer, 
Head of the Manuscript Section and Edi- 
tor of the National Union Catalogue of 
Manuscript-Collections, was in atten- 
dance to answer questions on technique 
Or procedure, Miss Elizabeth Faries of 
the History and Genealogy Section, Con- 
necticut State Library, spoke on, !'The 
Care and Handling of Ephemeral Papers'', 


In the afternoon, Mr. Charles A. Brooks, 
Managing Director, Mystic Seaport, led 

a session on, "Accession Records and Re- 
cording'', while Mrs, Alma Eshenfelder of 
the Seaport Staff presided at a concur- 
rent session on, "Press and Public 
Relations!', 


Our member, Mr. William Saars, is Pub- 
licity Chairman for the League. Mrs. 
Lyman, Mrs. Saars, and Mrs. Small acted 

as registrars. Other members of our 
society present were: Miss Hazel Johnson, 
Admiral and Mrs, James Maher, Miss Edna 
Wells, Mrs. Edna Jones, Miss Louise Chase, 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Harris and Mr. Small. 


We were very pleased with the response of 
the people of this area to the invitation 
to attend the Open House at the Shaw Man- 
sion on the afternoon of Washington's 
Birthday. | 


The 250 who attended were greeted by an 
interior redecorated since the. last Open 
House and enhanced by many floral ar- 
rangements., The interior decorating had 
been the work of the House Committee head- 
ed by Mrs. James Maher. 


General arrangements for the affair were 


In the hands of Mrs. Adam Knox, Secretary 


and Curator for the Society. 


Receptionists were: Mrs. James Maher and 
Mrs. Otto Aust, 

After a tour of the Mansion and a view of 
its contents, the children gathered around 
the punch~bow! in the south parlor, while 
the grownups found refreshments waiting 
for them in the dining-room, : 


Miss Marion Clarke, Mrs. Beckwith Jordan, 
and Miss Susan Scanton served punch, Miss 
Helen Whiton and Mrs. Laurence Scanlon 
poured at the"dining-room table, Others 
who served or contributed refreshments 
were Miss Winifred Whiton, Mrs. Hadlai 
Hull, Mrs..Herbert Linder, Mrs. Carlton 
small, Mrs. Thomas Hart, Mrs. Charles 
Menery, and Mrs. Knox. 


The hostesses in the various rooms were: 
Mrs. E. Gorton Rogers, Miss Edna Wells, 
Miss Ruth Newcomb, Mrs. Sidney Alling, 
Mrs. Francis Pavetti, Miss Isabel Mac- 
Kenzie, and Mrs. Hart, 


On January 14th, Mr. Small addressed the 
Nathan Hale Chapter, Sons of the American 
Revolution, taking as his topic, !'The 
Shaw Family!', On February 3rd, with the 
assistance of Mr. George Garvey, he show- 
ed the film which was described in our 
January publication to the Lucretia Shaw 
Chapter, Daughters of the American 
Revolution, | 

We have been very pleased to have two 
Y.W.C.A. walking groups, and the Pequot 
Outing Club include a tour of the Shaw 
Mansion in their programs, 

At our request, the City Manager had 
Police Chief O'Grady look into the 
matter of our parking problem. As a 
result, three "No Parking!! signs have 
been installed at our curb, and we have 
been furnished with three covers to hang 
over them when we have meetings at the 
Mansion, 


Mr, Lyman, our liaison with Mr. Odell 
Shepard, arranged a meeting on April Ist, 
with Mr. Shepard’ and his son, Willard, 
Mr. Lyman, and Mr. Small present. Health 
problems have caused serious delay in the 
preparation of the history sponsored by 
the Historical Society. However, with 
the research practically completed and 
the notes compiled, Mr. Shepard is making 
every effort to have the manuscript in 
our hands in 1966, 


CORRECTION 


Mr. Lyman is president of the Connecticut 
League of Historical Societies, We were 
in error in our last issue in Stating 
that he was president of the Connecticut 
Historical Society. oe 


During Mr. Lyman's regime, many pictures 
were taken in the area now being re- 
developed. Since another part of New 
London may also undergo redevelopment , 
Slides will be taken in that section, 
These pictures will be of considerable 
interest to future generations, showing 
the face of New London as we know it to- 
day. 


GIFTS, LOANS AND PURCHASES 


Miss Marion Clarke and Mrs. Beckwith 
Jordan presented a "'Four-Minute Man Cer- 
tificate of Honorable Discharge! received 
by their father, Mr. William Clarke. The 
four-minute men spoke at Liberty Bond 
rallies during World War |. 


A number of manuscripts on various sub- 
jects were received from Dr. Eric Carlson. 


A collection of cups and glassware, to- 
gether with a copy of "Godey's Ladyies' 
Book! were given by Mrs. Thomas E. Troland. 
The collection includes a very unusual and 
interesting oriental cup and saucer of a 
thousand faces, 


Mrs. W. R. Frisbie has loaned a very 
beautiful chandelier and had it installed 
in the Mansion dining~room. 


An illustrated book giving biographies of 
of persons of note in Connecticut was a 
gift from Mrs. Charles H. Allen. 


Through the kindness of Miss Elsie Fengar , 
we are having two chairs upholstered, 


The Society has purchased, "Early Probate 
Records of Connecticut!!, ''fankee Traders 
at Sea and Ashore!', and the "'Frisbie 
Family Genealogy!', 

Those who attended our Annual Meeting last 
September will remember that the speaker 
was Mr. Robert Frick, Director of the Mark 
Twatn Library and Memorial Commission. A 
recent visit to the Memorial located at 35] 
Farmington Avenue, Hartford, was such a 
worthwhile experience that our members are 
urged to go there when in Hartford. 
Admirers of his writings and those inter- 
ested in his life will have a very reward- 
ing tour, 
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A rug about I] x 15 feet is still needed, 
This would replace the old one now in the 
dining-room, | 


Because of the many inquiries received by 
the office, more books on genealogy would 
be of great help, 
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We would like to add to our membership 
people who are interested in our goals 
and who would bring talents that the 
Historical Society could well make use 
of. If you have such individuals in 
mind, it would be greatly appreciated 

if you gave the information to Mr. Oscar 
Seaholm, Membership Chairman, or to 

Mrs. Adam Knox, our Secretary and Curator. 
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The Shaw Mansion is open Tuesday through 
Saturday, from 1 to 4 P,M. 


Custodian in residence: 
Mrs. Charles Menery 


secretary and Curator: 
Mrs. Adam Knox 


Members are encouraged to submit items 
for publication in the "'Bulletin'' in 
order that we may make the issues as 
interesting, informative, and compre- 
hensive as possible, 


The Society's telephone number jis: 


4h3-1209 


bad 


—— et ee meer SF 
From The New London County Historical 
Society, Shaw Mansion 


aa ame ee 
a wwe New Lord6n Connecticut 


nam Return. Postage Guaranteed 
i aaa TRE tor arene 
see ihe at ial : a 


es Cael 
Pc ge ee 0 a a TE 


